Minutes of                                
                                                                                     KIRTLAND PTA 
    General Membership Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, October 13, 2020
Location: Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Adjourned: 8:03 p.m.
	
Meeting Agenda: 
- Call to Order
- Pledge of Allegiance
- PTA Mission Statement: To make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children. 
- Introduction of board members:
· President: Allison Wuliger
· 1st Vice President: Amanda Kidd
· 2nd Vice President: Stephanie DiFranco
· Secretary: Lisa Ianetta
· Treasurer: Andrea Ribic
· Sunshine Chair: Nicole Bruckman
· Lake County PTA Representative: Sandy Bradshaw
· High School Representative: Jennifer Samac (absent)
· Middle School Representative: Kyle Crisci
- Welcome special guests: School Guidance Counselors - Kara Prosuch and Mary LaVerde (KHS) and Linn Bowen and Jamie Filla (KES)

- General Updates and Info (Allison Wuliger)
   	- Approval of September minutes.  Minutes are available on the website.
	- Congratulations to this month’s Hornet Heroes, Julie Bonacci and Terri Pennza!

- Treasurer’s Report (Andrea Ribic)
	- Financial Update - filed Charitable Trust and paid taxes for 2019 and paid Lake County dues. We are staying on budget.
- Book Fair - will be virtual this year at KES.  Will be the week of 11/9/2020.  Planning some fun stuff - information to come soon.

- Board Reports
- President - Allison Wuliger: Membership is going well.  PTA membership across the board is down.  We are over 200 members; please join if you have not!  
- PTA Yoga went really well - it was outside of the elementary school.  Chris Keller of Circle of Renewal volunteered her time to lead the session - thank you! 
- We were approached by Kendra Scott (jewelry) by doing a fundraiser.  Dates for this will be 11/21 and 11/22. 
- No in person Candidates’ Night this year due to COVID.  League of Women Voters recorded candidates to have a virtual candidates’ night and we will share the video.
- Pumpkin Carving Contest - Jen Samac is heading this up - look for information around 10/19.  All students can carve and decorate and submit a picture through Google Forms.  There will be 3 winners based on votes. 10/31 is the deadline to submit carving photo submissions.
- 1st VP - Amanda Kidd and 2nd VP - Stephanie DiFranco: KES room parents were chosen and will be reaching out to classroom parents to start planning KES Halloween Parties.  It will look different this year - activities will be virtual.  Virtual students will be included as well.
- Sunshine Chair - Nicole Bruckman: We celebrated Custodian Appreciation Day was 10/2.  We delivered cookies and cards from Sweeter than Honeycomb bakery to all custodians in the district.  Halloween coloring page was created for students - thank you, Nicole Bruckman!
- Lake County Council Rep - Sandy Bradshaw: Attended last meeting.  To stay in good standing, we paid our dues and our taxes.  We updated our bylaws in the spring.

- Superintendent Report (Mr. VanArnhem) 
	- Congratulations to Mrs. Bonacci and Mrs. Pennza, Hornet Heroes.
	- Began search for SRO when Officer Taddeo retired.  Selected Bill Bauckman; he underwent a month and a half of training to prepare.  Officially started 10/12/2020.
	- We are in a very good place compared to other districts - took the comments and feedback from parent surveys very seriously.  The quality of education the kids are receiving was rated very high.  Will keep kids moving and giving them opportunities to move, especially at KES level.  However, our guidelines are working.  They can always change, but everyone’s efforts are working. We appreciate everyone’s feedback.

 - KES Principal Report (Mrs. Nagaj)  
	- Congratulations to Hornet Heroes!
	- Halloween is coming up - next big buzz!  We really wanted to make it possible to have some type of Halloween celebration.  Despite challenges, we have a plan in place.  Guidelines for costumes will be sent out soon.
	- Grateful for every day we are in school and together.  Our staff is doing a great job to find a balance with everything going on.  Teachers are working hard getting routines in place and honing in on professional development.  Working hard to have kids working in small groups, even though they can’t physically be that close together.  Things are going well - thankful for support.
			
- KMS Principal Report (Mr. Leone) 
	- Congratulations to Miss Terri, Hornet Hero - we are happy to have her in our building.
	
- 6-12 Principal Report (Mr. Amstutz)
	- Congrats to the Hornet Heroes!
	- Senior Night game went awesome.  Pep rally outside for 9-12 students went really well.  Trying to bring some normal back.  Incredible to celebrate our athletes and seniors.  Fall season is winding down.  Concluded both picture days.  Testing for PSAT will be coming up.
	- Unity Day - more info on that will be coming up - students will wear orange.
	- Virtual conferences are coming - sign-up information will be going out.

- School Board Report (Mrs. Green, Vice-President and Mrs. Talty, board of education members)
	- Board has one meeting a month.  Next meeting is 10/26 at 7:00 p.m.  In-person meetings are in Hornet Hall in accordance with social distancing guidelines.
	- Meetings and information on district website.
	- We would like to thank administrators and teachers for all their hard work.
	- Finance Meeting is 10/20 at 7:00 a.m.

- New Business
	- Presentation on social/emotional learning.
	- Mary LaVerde and Kara Prosuch, KMS/KHS counselors: All of the district counselors work together and think K-12.  We have two presentations coming for grades 6-12.  We are working with NAMI to do this.  The first is a program specifically designed to be virtual and is to remind the students about red flags about depression and suicide and depression.  Life Act is another presentation to 8th, 9th, and 10th graders - what to do if issues come up, how they can help their friends, how they can talk to a trusted adult.  Main goal is to remove stigma around mental health and be able to talk about it.  We will also be integrating things into the curriculum from Sources of Strength.  We use peer leaders who are juniors and seniors because kids are more comfortable talking to other kids about things.  Program called Youth Mental Health First Aid, provides training for adults.  Social/emotional learning themes will be different for each month during this school year and include: social justice, gratitude, empathy, kindness, conflict resolution, service learning, and mental health awareness.  High school students will be working with younger kids.
	- Jamie Filla and Linn Bowen, KES counselors: Kids need support in the classroom with focus on kindness, support for new students, and focused issues as they arise.  Bi-monthly visits to classrooms to focus on kindness, including books, discussions, and activities.  Plan to do lunch bunches and meet with individual students as needed.  At-risk students will be identified and met with regularly.  Remote learners also need support, both in the virtual classroom and individually.  We are also meeting in remote classrooms to read books and have discussions.  We will also have regularly scheduled meetings with teachers to learn about what the needs are for both teachers and students.  We have already sent out needs assessments.  Kids want help managing emotions and making and keeping friends.  Counselors have regular office hours available.  Having a “Kindness Council” to find ways to partner to our plans for kindness - we have our first project in the works.  This is similar to the Kindness Wall - we want to have one in each classroom.  PBIS is still kicking and students will be reviewing the ways to be a HORNET.  Culminating idea will be to have students identify trusted adults outside the home whom they can talk to.  Also establishing Pen-Pals between students across the districts to keep connections.  We created a monthly newsletter to correspond with monthly themes and a wellness challenge.

Prepared by Lisa Ianetta
Recording Secretary 

Attendance:

1. Allison Wuliger
2. Amanda Kidd
3. Stephanie DiFranco
4. Lisa Ianetta
5. Andrea Ribic
6. Nicole Bruckman
7. Sandy Bradshaw
8. Kyle Crisci
9. Shannon Green
10. Maha Gemayel
11. Chad VanArnhem
12. Dave Leone
13. Scott Amstutz
14. Katy Nagaj
15. Anna McGregor
16. Christine Hill
17. Jamie Filla
18. Julie Bonacci
19. Kara Prosuch
20. Kelly Prymicz
21. Linn Bowen
22. Lori Ciavarelli
23. Magdalene Pesch
24. Maria Condric
25. Megan Macgillis
26. Shannon Johnson
27. Holly Welsh
28. Ashley Vodila
29. Cassandra McGlone
30. Megan H.
31. Kelly Addis
32. Terri Pennza
33. Tanya Brandal
34. Jennifer Berry
35. Rachel Slapnicker
36. Mary LaVerde
37. Kathryn Talty
38. Dale Lozar
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